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)FFiCE  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT 


UNITED  STATES 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE   INTERIOR 

NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 

YELLOWSTONE  NATIONAL  PARK 

YELLOWSTONE  PARK,  WYO. 


WSLTHSR: 


Summary  of  the  November  194.9  Mean*  irr&tiv  art  for 

YBLLCKSTQHB  K&TIOHAL  PA 


Unusually  *«ana;  li  -eoipitatioa. 

.:im.um  62°,  minimum  21°.     Little  snow. 


SP3CUL  ACTIVITIES* 


Pago 


IKSPI3CTI0HS: 


ors  to  BeseaaKB;  to  Tot  on  -#ith  Johnston. 
Left  park  19th  for  Denver  assignment;  to  bo 
on  leave  in  December.     Johnston  Acting  Supt. 
Johnston  P  Skinner  to  Custer  EM.     Largo  old 
limber  pine  "Arnold  Hague  Tree"   in  Mammoth 
removed  as  safety  measure.  1 

John  Jay  received  award  for  suggesting  method 
easy  identification  of  permits.     Secretary  of 
Interior  Julius  A.   Hrug  resigned;   succeeded  hj 
As st.  Secretary  Oscar  L.  Chapman.     Brans  to 
SSaeh.   DC  panel  for  evaluating  pari-  re. 
applications.     Joffe  reappointed  member  Advis 
Board,  Third  Judicial  District,  %  Stato 

Historical  Board.     Staff  meetings  resided. 

■son  two  trips  to  Teton.  2 

Joe  leaser  of  Grand  Teton  in.  2 


IBhSSRfVICS  T     I  Yellowstone  Jfeakfy  Ifews. 


PUBLICITY: 


cc&plaihts  1 

■e«W— ......  «W».1.^.   ■■!■   |fc,« 

PLAHS,  1&FS,  ASD 

"smmr-  ■ — 

HAIKTSKANC.:: 


Yellow-stone  pictures  sent  LIFE  magasin©  repre- 
sentative.    Wires  to  UP,  AF  &  Montana  Auto- 
mobile Assn.  re.  road  closing.     Broadside  map 
photostat  received    'or  review.     8    ,  broad- 

sides on  hand. 

Two  letters  of  complaint  received. 

Pari:   -Engineer  vohlbrandt  on  PCP  most  month. 
Assistants  Eursh  .•  Tield  sure 

leather  favorable.     Snmplmm  -used  only  2  days. 
Crews  on  shoulder  rebuilding  &  shoulder  clear- 
ing discontinued.     Snowstorm  27th;   trees  blown 
across  roads.     Crew  still  bituminous  surfacing. 
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WSH  CCWIHDCTICKi 


Bids  opened  for  6«9b&  nilcs   o.:  Horan- 
Yollowstone   approach  road;  J ono s  &  Hurley, 
Cody,  looming,   successful  bidders;   started 
clearing.     Progress  on  additional  bedrooms, 
four  residences. 


Pago 


C0HC3SSI0H        : 


Dr.  Carlson  on  leave  !jth  to  20th;  nurses  hore 
during  absence.     Ilayncs       i  r       dosed  and 
moved  ifth.     Haynoses  &  John  Nichols  throu: 
park  enroute  to  concessioners  meeting,   Santa  Fe; 
W.  M*  Kiohols,   Huntley  Child  &  T        .     eir  also 
attended  meeting.     Y.F.Co.  Directors  elected 
John  Hichols  Director,   First  Vice  Presidani 
Asst.  to  President  due  death  Mrs.  Adelaide 
Child.     Huntley  Child  elected  Second  Vice  Presi- 
dent Ss  Manager,  Lod  lamps  Div.     Huntley 
Child  &  Jac           -nos  visited  pari;  17th.     Y.P.Co. 
crew  discontinued  work  Lake  Hotel  and  started 
tearing  down  Bafflaaoth  Lodge.     R.   '".   Buck  1 


RSLIGIODS  SgyiCKS 

AKD  CHAPUT^.J: 


Regular  Sunday  School.  Services  by  Rev, 
13th  &  27th  and  baptismal  services  6th. 
Lutheran  services  by  Rev.  Clement  28th. 


Syms 


I* 


IHPERHU3TIV3  S3R- 
'  VICES: 


Rock  specimens  sent   Gonzales,  Florida  high 
school.     Condon  talked  at  Federal  Employees 
Union  banquet,   Bozoman.     Work  on  Lng 

self-guiding  nature  trails. 


MUSSDM  ACTIVITI ES 

"AFP   I^agTS: 

HJSJARCH  AID 


Old  lodge   checked  for  artifacts.      Indian  arti- 
facts.    Storage  space  arranged  under  storehouse    . 

Field  trip  to  Lake  &  thumb.   62  swan  seen. 

Rubbish  in  pools.  5 


Clay  sombrero-like  discs   floating  on  pool. 
Hot  pool  crossed  by-  bison.     Mr*   Banlco  of 
Hock  Lakes  in;   preparing  paper  on  swan. 
Mammoth  Hot  Springs  carefully  observed. 
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Old  Faithful  Geyser  eruptions  being  re  corded. 
Uinta  ground  squirrels  seen. 
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NATURAL  HIST  (BY 
ASSOCIATION: 


Annual  report   submitted.     Kfebster  tape  recorder 
ordered.     Mature  Notes  prepared,     llultilith 
overhauled.  7 


IICR.DASS  _0R  D3- 
CRBASB  III  TRAVEL; 


1126  vehicles,   3195  passengers  compared  to  51° 
vehicles,   1199  passengers  ITov.   Icjl\3,   increase 
62 .1$,  due  nostly  'Vest  Gate  remaining  open. 
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VISITORS 


RAWOSR  S3STIC5; 

AND  FISH 

ras  -  'as " 

FOi7,ST  FIRE  FRO- 


'.OOP  UTILIZATION: 
TRAILS; 
BUILDING  F1HB  PRO- 


Rudolph  Lu»ok,   Joseph  Fenfold,  R.      . 
Lambeth,  Robert  F.   C  coney  &  Gen©  Sherman. 

Hunting  patrols,  etc. 

Hunting  seasons.  Very  few  oik  taken. 

Direct  control  operations.  Plans  about  rua.de. 

Work   started  Annual  Forestry  Report  &  Fire 
Atlas.   Froezable  supplies  moved  frora  cache. 
Data  received  from  Gallatin  Forest  for  report 
on  Specimen  Creek  fire  ■ 

Wood  crew  terminated  18th.  3°3  cords  cut. 

Work  done  on  Crevice  trail. 

Training  session.  Fire  a  lam  system  checked; 
1  box  relocated.  Red  markers  placed  at  hydrants. 
Fire  engine  equipped  with  shovel  &  tire  chains. 
Organization  lists  revised.  Jacob son  assigned 
to  building  fire  protection.  Plans  for  hazard 
inspection. 
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ACCIDENTS  AND  PUBLIC 
SAflSPY* 

LAW  fflFCRCrTIEKT: 

DRATRS: 


SGBBBLi 
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MISCELLANEOUS » 


6  auto  accidents,  2  govt. -owned,     6  personal 

injuries  reported  during  month.  10 

No  cases  presented  Commissioner  during  month.        10 

Harry  f .   Gis borne,   Forest  Service,   a       I  *eas 

M.  Brandt,   seasonal  TPS  employee.  10 

Ludvrik  Pilch,   Janitor,   conversion  to  competi- 
tive status.  10 

F.3.U.  meeting.     Thanksgiving  dance.     Thanks- 
giving dinner  at  mess  hall.  10 
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FICE  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT 
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UNITED  STATES 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE   INTERIOR 

NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 

YELLOWSTONE  NATIONAL  PARK 

YELLOWSTONE  PARK,  WYO. 


December      , 

Memorandum 

To:  The  Director 

Front  Superintendent,  Yellowstone 

Subject:     Monthly  Report  for  November  I9I& 

Following;;  is    the  report  of  activities  for  Yellowstone  lational 
Park  during  the  month  of  IJovenbor  ! 

leather  Conditions.     Unseasonably  •warm  -weather  with  very 
li.  ht  precipitation~cirarac€iri2od  the  -weather  during  the  month.     Light 
precipitation  in  the  form  of  rain  fall  on  the  8th,  12-th,  23rd 

and  2lj.th.     Total  precipitation  for  the  month  vms  0,01"  as  compared  with 
2.50"   in  19US,   lo2"    •  '•?,   l.^f   in  l^uS,    1.59"   i»  and  1.67"   in 

19 '^4..     The  laaadmu:  ■  arature   recorded  v#as  62°  on  the  3rd,  and  6th. 

with  a  -rtfilrum  reading  of  21°  on  the  16th,  20th  and  29th.     Maximum 
temperatures  ranged  throughout  the  month  front  2|0     to  62°  with  the  minimum 
average  being  only  slightly  below  freezing.     At  the  end  of  the  month 
there  ms  practically  no  snow  on  the  northern  section  of  the  park  except 
in  th©  higher  elevations  and  in  shaded  areas  and  comparatively  light  snow 
in  the  interior  of  the  park. 

Special  Activities.     Superintendent  Re  ode  trips  to 

Boaeman  on  ttovamher  l'  'and  15  ^0  visit  the  library  and  to  gather  informa- 
tion in  connection  with  his  project  covering  National  Park  Service  legis- 
lation.    Cto  November  3  a  trip  -was  oade  to  Grand  Teton  Sfetional  Park  with 
Assistant  Superintendent  Johnston  to  confer  with  the  Sup. 
there.     C»  November  19  Superintendent  Sogers  loft  for  Denver  for  assign- 
ment there.     He  escpects  to  be  on  annual  leave  from  December  5  through  $0. 
Assistant  Superintendent  Johnston  ims  designated  as  Acting  Superintendent 
during  his  absence. 

Acting  superintendent  Johnston  and  Chi  Inner  went 
to  Custer  Battlefield  an                    25  to  m>o  arr  blister- 
ing the  area  during  the  absence  oi            rintendent  Luce.  They  returned 
the  following  day. 

One  of  Yellowstone* s  old  patriarchs,    I  $  limber     '         :ree 

in  the  carcmunity  house  (pard  north  of  the  Chapel,  was  cut  down  on  Hov ember 
3«     This  tree,   several  hundred  years  old,  had  bee  a.;  and 

large  branches  had  been  broken  loose-  and  blow:;  by  heavy  winds  on 

several  occasions.      It  was  removed  as  a  safety  noasure.     Dr.  Arnold  Hague, 
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of  the  U.   r>.   Geological  Survey,  who  first  conducted  surreys  in  Yellow- 
stone in  1303,   camped  under  this  tree  on  his  first  visit  to  the  park  and 
it  became  known  locally  as  the "Arnold  Hague  Tree".     The  tree  measured 
l!|*U"   in  circumference  and  U*  7"   in  diameter  at  the  point  where   it  was 
cut. 

Assistant  chief  Ranger  John  Jay  was  awarded  |10  and  a  Certificate 
of  Honorable  Mention  by  the  Board  of  Awards  of  the  Department's  Suggestions 
Committee  for  •nggeaiin     a  method  to  permit   easy  and  rapid  identification 
of  permits  to  operate  motor  vehicles  in  National  Park  Service  areas. 
Award  was  made  October  20,   1949 *  •     ame,   Chairman  of 

Suggestions  Committee,  and  presentation  of  the  award  was  made  to  Mr*  Jay 
with  appropriate  ceremonies  at  the  staff  meeting  held  in  the  Superinten- 
dent's  Office  on  November  16. 

Honorable  Julius  A.   Krug,   Secretary  of  the  Interior,  tendered 
his  resignation  to  the  President  and  the   same  was  accepted  on  November  11. 
Mr.  Krug  took  office  as  Secretary  of  the   Interior  on  March  18,   19^6, 
having  been  appointed  by  President  Truman.     Oscar  L.  Chapman,  Assistant 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  since  1933 >  v;as  appointed  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  by  the   President  to  succeed  Secretary  Krug  and.  is  expected  to 
take   office  on  December  1,   19^9* 

On  November  12  Assistant  Chief  Ranger  Svans  left  for  Washington, 
D.   C.  to  serve  as  a  member  of  a  five-man  panel  which  was  selected  to 
review  applications  submitted  in  connection  with  the  recent  park  ranger 
examination.     This  panel  handled  about  800  forms  37  to  determine  ■whet 
each  applicant  offered  the  education  and  experience  required  by  the  Civil 
Service  Commission.     He  returned  to  the  park  on  the  23rd. 

Administrative  Assistant  Joffe  was   reappointed  on  November  Ik 
a  member  of  the  Advisory  Board  for  the  Third  Judicial  District   for  the 
"^yarning  State  Historical  Board  at  the   Directors"  Meeting  on  Hovember  1. 
Other  members   of  the  district  include  C.  "att   Brandon,   Ctruthors  Burt, 
P.  "V.   Jenkins,  "M.   C.   Lawrence  and  Mrs.    G.   C.   Call. 

The  holding  of  staff  meetings  was  resumed  on  Hovember  16  and 
it  is  expected  to  hold  such  meetings  weekly  during  the  winter  months. 

Kesident  Landscape  Architect  Mattson  went  to  Grand  Teton  National 
Park  on  Hovember  1  and  again  on  November  13   on  matters  affecting  that 
area.     On  the   latter  trip  he  returned   as  17th. 

Inspections.     District  Park  Hanger  Joseph  II.   Fraser  of  Grand 
Teton  national  Park  in  Hovember  1  to  discuss  personnol  matters ;   left  2nd. 

In-Service  Training.     The  only  in-service  training  conducted 
was  the  puUIIcat i on  "of  "the"  Yel  1  owst one  Weekly  Hows  which  was  circulated 
to  Service  employees. 
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Publicity.      On  November  3  a  selection  of  Yellowstone   pictures 
■was   sent  BV  <B.   Beshoar,   Denver  Representative  for  LIP  aziae  for 

possible  use  in  connection  with  a  forthcoming  story  on  Yellowstone  in 
winter,    in  LIF   . 

On  November  10  wires  ivere   sent  the  Associated  Press,  United 
Press  and  the  Hontana  Automobile  Association  advising  of  the  closing  of 
the  park  roads  to  travel  for  the  winter. 

A  photostat  of  the  now  Yellovretone  map  to  be  used  in  the  park's 
broadside  was  received  at  the  park  on  November  20  for  review.     The  map 
contained  a  large  number  of  errors  and  will   require  a  very  careful  review 
in  order  to  have  it  correct  when  finally  published, 

A  total  of  87,6/5  broadsides   for  I9l£>  remained  on  hand  at  the 
end  of  the  month. 

Complaints .  Two  letters  of  complaint  were  received  during  the 
month,  one  regarding  the  lack  of  accommodations  in  Yellowstone  and  other 
parks,  and  the  other  regarding;  the  requirement  at  the  east  entrance  that 
chains  be  purchased  before  entering  the  park. 

Plans,  Maps  and  Surveys .     Chief  Park  Engineer     ohlbrandt  spent 
most  of  the  month  on  the'  Project  Construction  Program.     Assistant   isngineers 
Hursh  and  Rowe  wore  busy  on  field  surveys  in  the  Lake  and  Fishing  Bridge 
areas  during  most  of  the  month. 

Maintenance.  .her  during  the  month  was  very  unusual,  temper- 

atures bo ing" "c ons i der ab ly  above  normal.      Only  one  light  snow  of  any 
consequence  fell  during  the  month.     Snowplows  were  used  for  only  two  days. 

Yerj  good  progress  was  made  on  the  shoulder  rebuilding  job 
between  Mammoth  and  Madison  Junction.     This  work  was  closed  down  on  Novem- 
ber 8. 

The  small  creiv  working  between  Norris  and  Canyon  on  removal  of 
heavy  tree  growth  from  the  road  shoulders  continued  until  November  18. 

An  unusually  heavy  snowstorm  hit  the  park  on  November  27,   blow- 
ing down  a  large  number  of  trees  which  had  to  be  removed  from  the  roads. 

At  the  end  of  the  month  one  crew  was  still  engaged  in  bituminous 
patching.     About  two  miles   of  the    section  between  -'olio   Yellowstone  River 
and  Lamar  River  on  the  northeast  entrance  road  has  deteriorated  very 
rapidly  this  fall.     Reprocessing  of  this   section  will  be  required  in  the 
spring. 


Construction.      Or:  November  2  bids  were   opened  in  Denver 
for  grading"  "and  base  surfaoing  6.9a5  miles   of  Project  Moran-Yellowstone 
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Approach  Road,   Section  D,  Unit  1.     Jones  and  Hurley  of  Cody,   looming, 
were  tho  successful  bidders  with  a  bid  of  5327,^1.66.     Thoy  started 
almost  immediately  on  clearing  operations.     This   is  the  only  major  road 
construction  project  active  in  this  area. 

The  only  active  account  during  the  month  was  Account  UJO, 
Additional  Bedrooms  on  Four  Residences.     The  walls  and  roofs  were  com- 
plete  on  all  four  buildings  and  some  inside  work  was  done  on  two  of  t 

Concessioners.     Dr.  Herman  Carlson,    Resident  Physician,  was  on 
leave  of  absence  from  "Ehe  park  on  November  I4.  to  20,   during  -which  time  he 
made  a  visit  to  his  home  in  Minnesota.     During  his  absence  nurses  from 
the  Park  Hospital  in  Livingston  ware  assigned  to  Mammoth. 

Mr.  J.    E.  Haynes  with  his  crew  moved  from  the  park  on  November 
h  and  closed  down  operations  here   for  the  winter.     He  and  Mrs.  Haynes 
went   through  the  park  on  November  7  onroute  to  the  meeting  of  concession- 
ers held  in  Santa  Fe,   New  Mexico.     Mr.   John  Q.   Nichols,  Vioe  President  of 
the  Yellowstone   Park  Company,   also  went  through  the  park  on  the  same  date 
enroute  to  the  Santa  Pe  meeting.     Messrs.      .  cshols,  Huntley  Child, 

and  T.  B.  Tfeir,  Attorney  for  the  Yellowstone  Park  Company,   also  attended 
the  Santa  Fe  mooting* 

The  Directors  of  the  Yellowstone  Park  Company  met  in  Helena  on 
November  5  &r^  elected  John  Q.  Nichols  as  a  Director,    First  Vic©  President, 
and  Assistant  to  the  President  due  to  the  death  of  Mrs*  Adelaide  D.  Child. 
Huntley  Child,   Jr.  was  elected  Second  Vice  President  and  Manager  of  the 
Lodge  and  Camps  Division  due  to  the  retirement  of  Second  Vice  President 
Vernon  Goodwin. 

Huntley  Child  and  Jack  Haynes  called  at  tho   office  on  November 
17  following  their  return  from  meting  of  concessioners  held  in  Santa 

Fe,   New  Mexico. 

The  Yellowstone  Park  Company  crew  working  at  the  Lake  Hotel 
discontinued  their  operations   on  November  17*     On  the  same  date  a  crow 
started  tearing  down  the  Ilammoth  Lodge,  which  was  cons  true  tod  in  1922. 
The  dismantling  of  tho   interior  of  the  lodge  has  been  in  progress  for 
several  weeks.     The  laundry  in  this  building  will  be  allowed  to  remain 
until  the  laundry  in  connection  with  the  Mammoth  Hotel  is    constructed. 

R.  H.   Buck,  Assistant  Manager,   Hotel  Division,   Yellowstone  Park 
Company,   departed  for  California  on  November  13. 

Religious   Services  and.  Chapel  Use.     The  regular  Sunday  School 
program  was  held  sacn~'^unday  morning  at"  TUTjO,  with  a  large  number  of  the 
children  of  the    community  attending  and  quite  a  number  of  the  parents. 

Non-sectarian  church  services  were   conducted  on  Sunday  evening, 
the  ljth  and  27th  at  7:3°  P«n»  by  Rev.  E.  A.  Syms   of  Livingston,  Montana. 
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On  November  6  Rev.  Syras  conducted  baptismal  services  at  which  tine  the  son 
oi"  !)'  Orion  Chew  of  Gardiner,  Montana,  was  baptised*  On  November  28  Rev. 
Vfebster  Clement  conducted  Lutheran  services  in  the  Yellowstone  Park  Chapel. 

Interpretive  Services.  As  an  aid  to  the  understanding  of  the 
igneous  and  netamorphic~~rooks  a  set  of  these  rock  specimens  were  sent  to 
the  J.  M.  Tate  High  School  at  C^-onzales,  Florida,  for  their  use  in  school 
work. 

Chief  Park  Naturalist  Condon  talked  to  a  group  of  75  people 
at  ihe  Federal  3nployees  Union  banquet  in  the  Bozeman  Hotel  on  November 
19«  This  talk  was  on  Yellowstone  National  Park  and  lasted  about  one  hour. 

Considerable  work  was  done  on  the  planning  work  for  self- 
guiding  nature  trails  which  will  be  operated  during  the  1950  season  at 
Old  Faithful,  Norris  and  Mammoth. 

Museum  Activities  and  .xhi.bits.  The  old  lodge  at  Mammoth  was 
torn  down  during  the  month  and""  a  check  was  periodically  made  in  an 
attempt  to  determine  whether  anything  of  value  as  artifacts  were  being 
disposed  of  or  to  be  found  there.  Two  bronze  plaques  were  salvaged  which 
are  of  questionable  value.  These  are  going  to  be  retained  until  a 
decision  is  made  as  to  whether  it  is  desirable  to  accession  them  and 
retain  then  in  storage. 

During  the  month  several  Indian  artifacts  found  by  park  person 
nel  have  boon  turned  over  to  the  museum  and  have  been  accessioned  and 
placed  in  our  archives. 

Considerable  time  was  spent  by  members  of  the  division  in 
securing  materials  for  the  construction  of  shelf  storage  space  in  the 
old  laboratory  under  the  storehouse.  This  space  has  been  made  available 
for  storage  space  of  museum  accessioned  materials  which  are  too  large 
for  storage  in  the  museum  basement,  and  for  supplies  and  equipment  of 
the  division.   It  is  planned  that  during  the  month  of  December  shelves 
will  be  installed  and  materials  properly  stored  away. 

Research  and  Observation.  A  field  trip  was  made  to  the  Lake 
and  Vest  Thumb  areas'  on  November  I.  At  this  time,  in  counting  trumpeter 
swan  seen  along  the  Yellowstone  River,  at  the  Lake  outlet,  at  the  Beach 
Spring  Lagoon  and  Very   Bay  a  total  of  62  birds  were  counted.  There  were 
several  families  with  five  cygnets  and  one  family  with  seven  cygnets. 

In  examining  the  thermal  area  on  the  lake  shore  about  ig  miles 
east  of  '.Test  Thumb  it  was  noted  that  many  of  these  beautiful  pools  have 
largo  quantities  of  rubbish  in  theci  consisting  of  lumber  of  various 
kinds,  crates,  buckets,  tin  cans  and  other  debris.   It  is  planned  that 
efforts  will  be  made  early  next  season  to  remove  much  of  this  material. 
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At  the  Tfest  Thuab  area  a  very  intere sting  hot  pool  of  water 
with  a  great  amount   of  fine   clay  ir.  suspension  was  studied  for  some  tine. 
In  this   pool  were   twelve  very  odd  -liscs   of  clay  floating  about.     Those 
discs   of  clay  rosenbled  very  much  a  Itexicar  sonbrorc  ir  appearance  and 
were  constantly  being  shifted  about  in  the  pool  by  the  e 
action  of  the  water  as   ihe  gases  and  steam  bursts  caae  u  it. 

largest  of  those  clay  discs  had  a  rfcer  of  approxiaatoly  five  inches. 

There  was  an  extremely  delicate  balance  which  kept  these  peculiar  discs 
afloat.     The  exact  nethod  by  v  -  kept  these  peculiar  discs  afloat. 

The   exact  method  by  which  ti  ro  formed  could  not  be  accurately  deter- 

■  Lned  but  there  was   considerable  cc~  rs  as  Ir  origi]  . 

attempt  to  salvage   one   of  these  discs   for  detailed  examination  disturbed 
the  water  surface  and  water  washed  ovor  the  rim  of  two  of  the  discs  and 
they  i~ ne  .      two  alvagc  n       Pron  the 

pool  and  were  found  to  be  composed  of  a  heavily  saturated  clay-like 
mate  rial  much   thie'e:-  e   center  than  at  the  ou.    . 

curled  rims.      The  material  had  accumulated  in  concentric  lines  and  it  is 
thought  that  probably  a  small  gas  bubble  and  possi"  b  enclosed  in 

Itself  kept  the  object  afloat.     The   disturbance  of  the  pool's 
surface  in  salvaging  these  two  appar  upset  the  balance  which  was 

existent  there  and  all  of  these  settled  to  the  bottom.     Those  which  were 
saved  upon  drirln^:  cracked  into  small  fragments  but  from  the  general 

-=  a  ranee  resembled  concretions.     This   pool  will  be  examined  again  in 
the   serin:  to  see  whether  this  peouliar  phenomena  will  have  occurred 
-.ore  and  formed   these  odd  discs. 

Oa.  Uovember  U  the  area  of  Ittiite  Cre:  ^he  Lower  Geyser  Basin 

was  explored  and  one  of  the  interesting  things   observed  up  this  creek  was 
a  hot  pool  of  considerable   size  which  was  so  warm  that  you  could  not  stand 
to  hold  your  finger  in  the  water,  and  yet  across  through  the  center  of 
this   pool  at  a  pcint  where  the  water  was   of  considerable  depth  a  bison 
had  gone  through.     Certainly  this   animal  after  havi  -?ted  his   trip 

through  this  pool  must  have  been  thoroughly  Tjarmed  up. 


Mr.  "?7inston  Banko  of  tin  oek  La":. 3    midlife  Refuge,   fish 

and  TI Id life  Service,  visited  Mammoth  on  the  8th  and  9th  and  used  the 
Yellowstone   Turk  library  at   that  tine  to  obtain  ini  on  on  trumpeter 

swan.     Some  reference  material  was  loaned  to  Mr.  Banko. 
a  paper  on  the   trumpeter  swan  and  is  especially  concentratin     on.  a 
bibliography  of  all  published  information  on  this  species. 

Cu  Novsnber  21  considerable  time  was  spent  in  travel  ore: 
Kammoth  Hot  Spring  Terraces  and  ei-rar.ining  the  activity  1  various 

springs  there.     The  Harrow  Gauge  Terrace  is  exceedingly  ac  along  its 

entire  length  with  the  water  coning  out  of  the   great  crack  and  fissur 
there  and  flowing  down  either  side.     With  the  open  weather  and  with  cool 
temperatures  there  has  beer  a  very  colorful  growth  of  algae  develop  in 

hot   spring   runoffs.      It  is   interesting  to  note  that  with  the  cooler 
atmospheric  temperatures   there  is   a  pronounced  increase  in  the 
of  the     reer  color  of  -she  algae  around  all  of  Hia  various  hot  spring  over- 
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flows.     The  Orange  Spring  LTound  is  exceedingly  beautiful  and  unusually 
interesting  because   of  the  intense  color  pattern  -which  has  developed 
there. 

Yfaite  Elephant  Bad:  Terrace  is  very  active  along  its  entire 
crest  and  there  has  been  an  almost  c ample to  subsidence  of  activity  in 
the  upper  end  of  the  fissure  which  feeds  this  terrace.      Once  again  the 
water  Iron  Blue  Spring  a  lain  Terrace  is  flowing  dorm  over  the  front 

of  Jupiter  Terrace  and  creating  a  very  colorful  algal  pattern  down  over  a 
large  section  of  the  great  terrace  front.     Probably  the  most  active  and 
beautiful  spring  at  the  present  time  on  terraces  which   is   readily  access- 
ible is  the  new  spring  which  has  been  active  for  the  last  few  years   on 
the   Palette  Spring  terrace  level.     This   one  continues  to  be  exceedingly 
active  and  very  colorful. 

A  trip  was  nade  to  Old  Faithful  on  November  22  to  discuss  with 
Park  Ranger  Ruben  Ilart  the  roco~ding  of  Old  Faithful  Geyser  eruptions 
during  the  winter  months.     An  eight-day  clock,  a  supply  of  batteries, 
wire  to  extend  from  Old  Faithful  Geyser  cone  area  to  the  ranger  station 
and  the  materials  to  pre-fabrieate  a  recording  dice  and  pen  recorder  were 
taken  out  at  this   tine.     It  was  decided  that  by  confining  the  runoff 
channel  from  Old  Faithful  Geyser  and  constructing  a  shelter  and  arranging 
a  control  whereby  an  electrical  contact  would  be  made  each  time  Old 
Faithful  Geyser  erupted  that  a  rather  accurate   check  could  be  made  on 
the  eruptions   of  Old  Faithful  Geyser  both  day  and  night  on  the  chart  in 
the   ranger  station.     I'r.  Hart  set  up  the  apparatus   and  has  been  exceed- 
ingly successful  is  obtaining  a  continuous  record  to  date. 

The  Uinta  ground  squirrels  have  been  out  of  hibernation  several 
times  during  the  month  and  wore  observod  by  Par7:  Naturalist  Alcorn  out 
and  about   in  the  upper  end  of  the  Lamar  canyon  on  the  6th  and  again  out 
and  about  and  feeding  on  the   lawns  of  the  Mammoth  powerhouse  on  the  20th. 

Natural  History  Association.     The  annual  report  of  the  Associ- 
ation was  prepared  and   submitted  to  the  Superintendent,   Regional  Director 
and  Director  on  12ie  3th.     Additional  information  on  the  Association's 
business  for  years  gone  by  was  prepared  and  provided  the  Director's 
office. 

The  Association  sent  out  an  order  for  a  Webster  tape  recorder 
and  expects  deliver;/  of  this  equipment  early  in  December. 

The  November -December  I9i£issue  of  Yellowstone  Nature  Notes  was 
edited  by  the  Chief  Park  JJaturalist  and  published  by  the  Association. 
Three  hundred  and  seventy-five  copies  were  placed  in  the  mails   on  Novem- 
ber 28. 

The  Association  had  the  multilith  completely  serviced  and  over- 
hauled on  November  10. 
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Increase  or  Deer  ease  in  Travel.     A.  total  of  1,126  vehicles 
carrying  3**95  peTsons  entered  We  park~"d  using  the  mouth  as  compared  with 
510  vehioles  and  1,199  persons  for  the  same  period  last  j/ear,   or  a  gain 
of  62.14,!.     The  increase  in  travel  is   accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  the 
north  and  west  entrances  remained  open  for  travel  during  the  entire  month 
and  the  south  and  east  entrances  were   open  to  visitor  travel  until  the 
9th,   whereas   last  year  all  entrances  except  the  Gardiner-northeast  were 
closed  to  visitor  travel  during  the  first  week  of  the  month.     Many  people 
have  availed  thersclvos  with  the  opportunity  of  visiting  the  park  during 
the  month  especially  on  week-ends  with  most  of  the  travel  being  on  the 
road  to  the  northeast  entrance.     Visitor  travel  to  Old  Faithful  and  West 
Yellowstone  has  not  boon  recommended  during  the   latter  part   of  the  month 
due  to  treacherous  condition  of  this  section  of  road. 

Visitors.      Rudolph  Lueck,   Pari;  Ranger,   Zion  and  Bryco  Canyon 
National  Parks ,   and  former  Yellowstone  Ranger,    in  Nov ember  5.     Joseph 
Penfold,   Western  Representative,   Izaak  Walton  League   of  America,   Denver, 
in  and  out  November  11.     R.  5.  Lambeth,   newly  appointed  State  Fish  and 
Game  Warden  of  Montana,  Robert  F.   Cooney  and  Gone  She  man,    of  the  Montana 
State  Fish  and  Game  Department,   in  November  29  to  discuss  elk  reduction 
program. 

Ranger  Service .     Hunting  patrols  along  the  park  boundaries 
adjacent  to  areas"  open  to  big  game  hunting  constituted  one  of  the  major 
projects  for  park  rangers.     All  hunting  seasons  except  for  elk  in  Gallatin 
and  Park  Counties,  Montana,   were  closed  on  November  15.     The  elk  season 
along  the  west  boundary  of  the  park  in  Gallatin  County  was  extended  for 
an  indefinite  period.     The  game   checking  station  on  the  West  Yellowstone- 
Gallatin  highway  was  operated  all  month  and  patrols  being  made  over  this 
section  of  road  both  day  and  night.     The  Bechler  River  Ranger  Station  was 
closed  on  the  2^rd.      Occasional  patrols  will  be  made  to  Bechler  from 
park  headquarters  during  the  winter.  patrols  along  the  Gardiner- 

Stevens  Creek  road  have  bean  conducted  to  prevent  poaching  activities. 
A  highway  patrol  lias  been  necessary  over  the  main  park  roads  to  Old 
Faithful  and  West  Yollowstone  due  to  occasional  travel  and  possibility 
of  poaching.     A  number  of  Protection  Division  personnel  have  been  on 
annual  leave  during  the  month.      Office  work  has   consisted  of  preparation 
of  correspondence  and  reports  and  completing  the  work  in  connection  with 
lost  and  found  property  as  well  as  special  assignments. 

Wildlife  and  Fish  Cultural  Activities.     JLX  -  HUKTIHG  SB&SOJf. 
Snow,  which  covered  most  of  the  winter  range  after  mid-October,   slowly 
melted  during  the   abnormally  warm  period  whioh   extended  through  November. 
Slk  found  ample  forage  on  the  higher  parts   of  the  range  and  did  not  move 
to  the  intermediate  and   lower  areas  which  wore  entirely  free  of  snow. 
Very  few  elk  were  taken  by  hunters  in  southern  Park  County,  IT  out  ana,   as 
no  more  than  a  few  elk  moved  out  of  the  park*  Approximately  150  ©Ik  were 
taken  in  the   Gallatin  area  but  most  of  these  were   local  elk  which  had 
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spent  the  summer  in  areas  '.vhere  they  were  taken.  The  ITontana  Fish  and 
Game  '.Varden  extended  the  Gallatin  season  to  enable  hunters  to  take  the 
desired  number  of  animals.  The  outlook  for  effecting  large  reductions 
of  surplus  elk  is  discouraging  since  deep  snow  is  needed  to  force  the 
elk  out  of  the  park  and  into  open  hunting  territory. 

DIRSCT  CCMTROL  0R3RATI0KS.  Plans  to  remote  elk  from  the 
northern  part  of  the  park  by  direct  control  were  largely  completed. 
Officials  of  the  Montana  Fish  and  Game  Department  visited  park  head- 
quarters on  November  29  and  details  of  handling  carcasses  of  elk  taken 
were  worked  out.   Operations  will  commence  "when  there  is  sufficient  snow- 
on  the  ground  to  drag  the  carcasses  to  the  roads. 

Forest  Fire  Protection.  Work  was  started  on  the  Annual  Fore 
P.eport  and  Fire  Atlas  for  the  19U9  season.  Freezable  supplies  such  as 
first  aid  kits,  C -nations,  etc.,  were  taken  out  of  the  fire  cache  and 
stored  in  the  basement  of  the  storehouse  for  the  winter.  Two  fire  trucks 
were  plaoed  in  storage  on  the  north  side  of  the  bam.  No  definite  word 
has  been  received  from  Spokane  regarding  the  exact  status  of  Park  Service 
equipment  in  that  warehouse.  Until  it  is  known  what  items  will  be 
returned  from  them  an  accurate  inventory  of  the  park's  fire  equipment 
cannot  be  made.  By  the  end  of  the  month  sufficient  data  concerning  the 
Specimen  Creek  fire  had  been  received  from  the  Gallatin  National  Forest 
to  complete  the  Individual  Fire  P.eport  for  that  area. 

"Wood  Utilization.  The  Government  wood  otqvt  was  terminated  on 
the  18th.  'Up"to  that  time  this  crew  had  cut  a  total  of  3^3  cords  for  use 
by  rangers,  naturalists,  Mammoth  residents,  incinerators,  etc.  This  wood 
was  cut  in  the  West  Thumb  and  Lake  areas  at  an  actual  cost  of  £14,62  per 
cord. 

Trails.   Considerable  grading  and  drainage  work  was  done  on 
the  Crevice  trail. 

Building  Fire  Protection.  One  training  session  for  the  fire 
engine  crew  was  held' "during  the  month.  ;&.ch  member  was  drilled  on  his 
position  and  also  on  the  operation  of  the  truck  and  pumps.  The  use  of 
the  new  portable  pickup  mechanical  foam  nozzle  was  emphasized. 

The  electrical  crew  one  deed  the  fire  alarm  system.  One  alarm 
box  was  changed  from  the  old  Ilarir.oth  Lodge  which  is  being  razed  to  a 
pole  near  the  residences  on  Capitol  Hill. 

Red  markers  are  now  placed  at  each  hydrant  to  identify  its 
location  in  tho  snow.  These  hydrants  will  be  kept  shoveled  out  at  all 
times.  However,  during  a  storm  some  of  them  may  be  drifted  over.  A  snow 
shovel  was  added  to  the  fire  engine  to  be  used  in  case  fire  hydrants 
it  be  found  with  a  snow  covering. 
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The  Tiro  engine  vras  equipped  with  tire  chains  and  winterised 
as  far  as  possible.     Hoses   in  all  hose  houses  in  the  Maimaeth  area  were 
checked.     The  Building  Pire  Personnel  Organization  Lists  were  revised 
and  brought  up  to  date.     District  \r  Jacobson  has  been  assigned  to 

building  fire  protection  for  the  next  few  weeks.     Plans  have  been 
for  the  annual  building  fire  hazard  inspection  in  the  Mammoth  area  and 
work  will  start  immediately. 

idents  and  Public  Safety.     Three  Class  "A"  and  three  Class 
"B"  motor  vehicle  acciclents  wore  reported  for  the  month.     Two  of  these 
accidents  involved  Government -owned  vehicles,   one  o  sfa  ',ms  Class 

and  resulted  from  a  pickup  pulling  a  loaded  horse  trailer  skidding  off 
an  icy  road.     Icy  roads  were  contributing  factor  in  all  of  the  six  acci- 
dents reported. 

Six  persons,   including  five  National  Park  Service 
suffered  m:nor  injuries  during  November. 

Law  Snforcement.     There  were  no  law  violation  cases  presented 
before  the  "£T.   s'."  Commissioner  during  the  month. 

Deaths.     Harry  I*    Gis  borne,   Chief  of  Forest  Research,   northern 
Rooky  ."ountain  Forest ry  Range  Experiment  Station,  Missoula,  Montana, 
died  of  a  heart  ailment  on  November  9«     Mr.  Gisborne  has  always  beer 
extremely  cooperative  in  Yellowstone  Park  matters  and  assisted  us  many 
times  in  forestry  and  fire  fighting  problems,   appearing  on  a  number  of 
occasions  at  our  fire  training  conferences.     He  was  a  long-time  employee 
of  the  U.   S.   Forest  Service. 

Lucas  If*  Brandt,   Operator,  General  (Mobile  Power  ..ment), 

employed  with  the  National  Park  Service  hero  from  May  2,   K:,!:.S»  to  Havesi- 
ber  6,  I9b9,  and  in  several  previous   seasons,   died  of  a  heart  attack  in 
Spokane,    Washington,   on  November  22. 

Personnel.      Ludwik  Pilch,   Janitor,   CPC-3*  was  converted  to 
competitive  status"  on  November  1J,   19^4-9 • 

Miscellaneous.     The  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the  Federal 
Employees  Uni on",    Bo .'  ~]j$j ,  -was  held  in  the  Canteen  on  November  ?.     The 
Union  sponsored  a  thanksgiving  dance  in  the  Canteen  on  :?or  25. 

Thanks -living  Day  dinner  was  held  in  the  Mammoth  mess  on  and 

I38  employees  and  members  of  their  families  wore  in  attendance* 


cc :  '  m  TWO,   in  quintuple 
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Fred  T.   Johnston 
Acting  Superintendent 
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YEILO  :CTO: 


Addition  of  one  room  to  small  three  room  house*  Four  houses  are 
receiving  this  type  of  alteration  which  will  greatly  improve  the  livability 
of  these  units  that  are  occupied  by  employee  families  with  children. 


